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Acts 7

See Acts 6:13  And set up false witnesses, which said, this man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: 

 14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. 

 15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.
We tend to take things at face value. Because we are human we see events as they pertain to human influence and motivation. It is only when we go to God’s Word and are led by the Holy Spirit that we are afforded a glimpse of the real reason that events occur the way that they do.
We always think that things happen to, for, or because of us. We, for the most part, never look beyond ourselves, or our own idea of what our place in “the big picture” is.
It is beneficial here to recall that the book of Acts is a record of the first church.
A. It is not just a book of people and their experiences; it is a pattern for all future true 
churches of like faith and order.

B. In this chapter we have a record of Stephen’s trial before the council.



1. If we investigate further, we can see God, through His Holy Spirit, working in



    His church to accomplish His will. Eph.3:21


2. What was His will in this instance? I believe that the primary purpose of this 

    event in the life of Stephen was the salvation of the man that was to become 

    the Apostle Paul. At this time he is Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee of the Pharisees,

    a religious leader and man of great influence.



3. The secondary purpose of this instance was yet another testimony against the 

     Jews, beginning with Abraham and ending with Christ.

C. Stephen was a Godly man Ch.6:5. A man of faith and miracles Ver.8. And a 



powerful preacher.



1. The devil has nothing to fear from wishy washy Christians, But a man of 


    Stephen’s character, willing to be used of God, can be an effective and 


    powerful tool to turn Satan’s influence into God’s Glory. Mat.10:17-20


2. Two other instances of God using what we would consider “bad things” come 

    to mind; God was glorified in Pharaoh, but only after his persecution of God’s 

people. And God was glorified in the death of Christ. It was the fulfillment of 

all Old Testament prophesy 
D.
Stephen knew his fate as evidenced by his sermon. He did not plead for himself, 

he just preached the Gospel.



1. By his text we see that he was a student of the Old Testament Scripture. He 

    knew well the types and shadows of the O.T., as well as their teaching in 


    relation to Christ. Ver. 51-53


    What a scathing accusation and unerringly correct.

D. Ver.54 shows the convicting effect of this accusation. What could make men 

react in this manner? Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”


1. It was not through any power that Stephen had, it was because he preached 

    the Word of God. It was because of the eternal power given to the spoken 

    Word of God. Isa 55:11   John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word and the 

    Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
E. The blessing that Stephen received is unparalleled in Scripture. Ver. 55-56 

1.
This blessing is actually twofold. The second part is Stephen’s part in the



salvation of Saul of Tarsus, later to be called the Apostle Paul.



Acts 22:20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was



standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that



slew him.
2.
Paul was one of the greatest Christians that have ever lived, second only to his



master Jesus Christ. Acts 22:6-12 is a record of this event.

3.
Many Christians believe that this account of Paul’s experience on the Road to



Damascus was the catalyst of his salvation. I am of a different opinion and



believe it is correct based on scripture. His experience in this instance may 



have been the catalyst that made his salvation apparent to all. But the scripture



says that “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that



believe.”
4.
I am convinced that the preaching that was the salvation of the Apostle Paul



was Stephen’s. Compare Ver. 60 of our text with the words of Jesus; “Father



forgive them, for they know not what they do. ”Psalm. 110:1    Heb 1:3


Stephen was privileged to see Christ standing; what a statement of concern and



honor is bestowed on Stephen by his Lord at the time of his death.

F. Acts 7:56 contains the record of Stephen’s martyrdom. Death by stoning is not



an easy way to die. The people that stoned him were angry beyond all reason.



No matter what they did they could not silence his preaching. Killing him was



the only way to stop him and even then, his words would follow them until the



day they died.

1.
He died with the gospel of the Lord he loved on his lips, true and faithful right to



the end. 
So, we can see from this chapter that even when the forces of darkness seem to have the upper hand, God is in control. He is eternally directing the good and allowing the evil to bring about His eternal purposes. Ro 8:28-31. His greatest purpose in all eternity was the redemption of fallen mankind.

We, as Christians, are to declare the mystery, make it plain; this is the work of the church. This work does not go on just inside of the walls of the church building. It is to be accomplished even out in the world. Remember that Stephen was not in the church at the time of his sermon and death; he was in the camp of the enemy.
