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In chapter ten, God makes it very plain to Peter and those with him that the Gentiles were accepted by Him also. This was a reaffirmation of what the Old Testament Scriptures taught as types and shadows.

Ver.1-18.
Upon Peter’s return to Jerusalem, he finds that the church there is still



laboring under the same misconception that he had just managed to throw



off.  Ver.1-3.

A.
In Ver.4-17 Peter restates the account of his vision and the results of his



preaching to the Gentiles. This is very much like the way we do mission



work today, as it should be. A missionary is sent out from a specific



church and then when the mission is over, he reports back to that church,



outlining the results of his work.

B.
We need to take special notice of Ver.17-18 in relation to our previous



teaching concerning the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


1.
Peter affirms this important truth, showing that 1. This was a



demonstration showing this to be an extension of the power of Pentecost,



but not the actual event. 2. That this power is passed on to succeeding



churches. We also see this brand new first church accepting Peter’s



account as the will of God. Ver.18. It is important here to inject this one



thought; God’s people hear His voice! Now what does this say about



people who can never come to a knowledge of the truth? God’s people



hear His voice and it guides them.
Ver.19-26.
At this time, the Jews that were scattered by the persecution were still



holding on to their old prejudices, and preaching to Jews only…..BUT.


As in all true churches, some heard the voice of the master. Ver.20-22.


Cyprus and Cyrene were Gentile territory, so these were Jews of the 


dispersion that intended to preach to other Jews of the dispersion in gentile



lands.

A.
None-the-less, when they reached Antioch, gentile territory, they preached



in the name of Jesus. The results of this were immediate and very positive.


1.
In Ver.22 we see the beginning of yet another missionary effort, and all



because of the obedience of a few. Now the Church at Jerusalem, upon



hearing the news of new converts, sends Barnabus to Antioch.

B.
In Ver.25-26 we see that Barnabus has his hands full with all the new



converts and sends for Paul to help him teach and ground these new



Christians in the faith.


1.
In Ver.26 we see that they were called Christians first in Antioch. This



was not a name they took to themselves.


It says they were called Christians, meaning that others gave them this



designation because of what they saw in them. Christians = followers of



Christ, Christ like. How different from today’s meaning of “Christian.” 
Acts 12
Up to this time the persecution of the church had come from the religious sector, now it comes from the government led by Herod. Herod was a Jewish king put in place by the Roman government of the time.

Ver.1-4.
Although it doesn’t say so, this scene takes place back in Jerusalem. We



know this because James and Peter were still back in Jerusalem. Herod



kills James and imprisons Peter.

A.
These verses point to a time yet future when the Anti-Christ will reign. As



such, this makes Herod also a type of Anti-Christ.


1.
This designation in Ver.3 where it says, “(Then were the days of



unleavened bread,)” simply means the days spent in preparation for the



Passover. The designation of “Easter’, in Ver.4 is actually to be



understood to mean the Passover. Although I believe the King James



Version to be the best translation we have, it is not infallible. Remember,



it is the translation done by the Church of England.

Ver.5-17.
These verses contain a powerful illustration of the power of the prayers of



God’s people. There were a lot of soldiers guarding Peter, he was shut up



tight and even chained with two chains in a very well built prison, but all



of this cannot deter the purposes of God. 


I am of the opinion that the prayers of the church were influenced by the 


Lord. Even though the Lord could have set Peter free without these



prayers, he chose to include the church in the blessing of having a part in



Peter's release and in strengthening their faith by a demonstration of God



answering the prayers of His people.

A.
It is interesting to note that people are people and the people of Peter’s day



were no different from people today. Acts 12:14-16.  They had prayed for



his release and now that their prayer is answered, they are astonished.

1.
Many times we pray, not really believing that our prayers will be



answered, this is why it is always a surprise when they are answered.


2.
Answered prayer on the part of God’s people should never come as a



surprise to us. 


B.
John 14:13-14. What does it mean to pray in the name of Jesus? I believe



it means much more than just saying the words, “In Jesus name I pray.”


1.
It should incorporate an understanding that Jesus came to this earth to



glorify the Father and our prayer should reflect this goal.

2.
Notice that Jesus points out this very important qualifier in Ver.13.  



“that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” The plain meaning is



simply this if my prayer is not answered, it is because it is a selfish prayer



that does not have as its goal, the glory of God. James 4:3.

a.
This does not rule out asking for things for ourselves, or asking for things



that concern us. Our request can be for ourselves and still be to the glory



of God; it all depends on our motive, understanding, and will to serve



Him. This is why Jesus emphatically says, “If ye shall ask any thing in my



name, I will do it.”
Ver.19.
Here Herod puts the jailors to death for losing a prisoner. After all,



someone must be blamed; he is not going to admit to the power of a God



he does not believe in.

Ver.20-25.
Herod finds out the hard way what God means when He says He will not



give His glory to another. Let’s compare Ver.23 to Isaiah 42:8. 

A.
What an object lesson for those who to speak in the name of the Lord



deceitfully. There are so many in the religious world who are teaching



their version of the truth, what a dangerous position to be in!


1.
God’s truth does not depend on any denominations particular



interpretation of it! John 16:13. Gods truth is disseminated solely by the



inspiration of His Holy Spirit. If a church does not have the Holy Spirit



in residence, it will not correctly interpret the truth.

B.
In Ver.24 we see the result of God working in His church. This is the test



of a true New Testament church. Churches are built, souls are set free and



God’s Word is multiplied.

1.
If people learn under some man’s interpretation of the truth, it can only



gender doubt, ignorance and insecurity. Come to the source of all Truth.



Truth has a name and His name is Jesus. Jesus said of Himself, “I am the



Truth”. And again, “ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall set you



free.”
