Many Environmental Restrictions
Have No Basis in Science

Barnum Timber Co. v. North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Status: Complaint filed in Sacramento County Superior Court. Preparing motion for summary judgment.

Contact: Gregory Broderick
Phone: (916) 419-7111

Abusing the language of the law once again, those who have been entrusted with enforcing the Clean Water Act have shown how little they care about tedious facts and statistics when they are determined to list a body of water as “impaired.”
 

Redwood Creek in Northern California was listed as impaired by California’s State Water Resources Control board, ostensibly because of excessive sediment loading caused by historic logging activity. Yet the board seems unconcerned by the comprehensive evidence which suggests that the conditions of Redwood Creek are well within the range of natural dynamic stream conditions and that the sediment in Redwood Creek, both natural and human, has no lasting adverse effects on fish reproduction. In fact, the stream is very healthy and spawning salmon numbers are near an all-time high this year. 
 
But the EPA and the State Water Resources Control Board have remained undeterred by the evidence. PLF has asked the court to order the board to remove Redwood Creek from the impaired list on behalf of the Barnum Timber Company and other interested parties who are being unfairly impacted by this designation.

